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as itferc convenient for it; nor be over-run with them, and 
afford little or nothing elfe; but a fupply every Where (hit- 
able to the neceffities of each climate and region of the 
globe* IVoodvj. Nat. Hifi. 

5. To injure by treading down. 

His tears defac’d the furfacc of the well. 

And now the lovely face but half appears, 

O'er-run with wrinkles and deform’d with tears. Addifon. 

6. Among printers, to be obliged to change the difpofition of 
the lines and words in correcting, by rcafon of the infertions. 

To Overru'n. 'v. n. To overflow ; to be more than full. 

Though you have left me. 

Yet (till my (oul o'er-runs witli fondnefs towards you. Smith. 
Cattle in inclofures (hall always have frefh pafture, that 
now is all trampled and over-run. Spenfer. 

To Overse'e. v. a. [over and fee. J 

1. To fuperintend ; to overlook. 

He had charge my difeipline to frame. 

And tu'tors nouriture to overfee. 'Fairy Queen. 

She without noife will overjee 
His children and his family. Dryden. 

2. To overtook; to pafs by unheeded ; to omit. 

I who rcfolve to overfee 
No lucky opportunity, 

Will go to council to advife 

Which way t’ encounter, or furprife. Hud. p. iii. 

Overse'en. part, [from overfee.] Miftaken ; deceived. 

A common received error is never utterly overthrown, 
till fuch times as we go from figns unto caufcs, and fhew 
fome manifeft root or fountain thereof common unto all, 
whereby it may clearly appear how it hath come to pafs that 
fo many have been overfecn. Hooker -, h. i. f 8. 

They rather 'obferved what he had done, and furTered for 
the king and for his country, without farther enquiring what 
he had omitted to do, or been overfecn in doing. Clarend. 

Overse'er. n. f. [from overfee.] 

1. One who overlooks ; a fuperintendent.' 

There are in the world certain voluntary bverfeeTs of all 
books, whofe cenfure, in this refpeft, would fell fnarp on us. 

Hooker, b. v. f. 31. 

Jehiel and Azafiah were overfeers under Cononiah. 

2 Chron. xxxi. 13. 

To entertain a gueft, with what a care 
Wou’d he his houfhold ornaments prepare j 
Harrals his fervants, and as o'erfecr (land. 

To keep them working with a threat’ning wand. 

Clean all my plate, he cries. Dryden. 

2. An officer who has the care of the parochial provilica for 
the poor. 

The church-wardens and overfeers of the poor might find 
it poffible to difeharge their duties, whereas now in the 
greater out-parifhes many of the poorer paiifhioncrs, through 
riegleft, do pcrifli for want of fome heedful eye to overlook 
them. Graunfs Bills of Mart. 

To Overse't. v. a. [over and fet .] 

1. To turn the bottom upwards ; to throw off the bafts. 

The tempefts met, 

The failors matter'd, and the (hip o'er-fet. Dryden. 

It is forced through the hiatus’s at the bottom of the fea 
with fuch vehemence, that it puts the fea into the moft hor¬ 
rible perturbation, even when there is not the leaft breath 
of wind : cver-fettin? fkips in the harbours, and finking them. 

TP'oodw. Nat. Hifi. 

Would the confederacy exert itfelf, as much to annoy the 
enemy, as they do for their defence, we might bear them 
down with the weight of our armies, and over-fet the whole 
power of France. Addifon on the War. 

2. To throw out of regularity. 

His aftion againft Catiline ruined the eonful, when it 
feved the city; for it fo fwellcd his foul, that ever after¬ 
wards it was apt to be over-fet with vanity. Dryden. 

To Overse't. v. n. To fall off the bafis. 

Part of the weight will be under the axle-tree, which 
will fo far countcrpoife what is above it, that it will very 
much prevent the over-fetting. Mortimer's Hufb. 

To Oversha'de. v. a. [ over and /hade. J To cover with 

any thing that caufes darknefs. 

Black night o'er-/hade thy day, and death thv life. Shakefp. 

Dark cloudy death o'cr-Jh.adcs his beams of life. 

And he nor fees, nor hears us. Shakefp. 

No great and mighty fubjeft might cclipfe or over-Jhade 
■ the imperial power. Bacon. 

If a wood of leaves o'er-Jhade the tree, 

In vain the hind (hall vex the threfhing floor. 

For empty chaff and ftraw will be thy ftore. Dryden. 

Should we mix our friendly talk, 

O'er-Jhadid in that fav’rite walk ; 

Both pleas’d with all we thought wc wanted. Prior. 

To OversHa'dow. v. a. [over -mv\ jhadow.] 

I. To throw a fnadow over any thing. 

Weeds choak and over-jhacuw the com, and bear it down, 
cr ftarve and deprive it of nourifhment. Bacon. 
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Death, 

Let the damps of thy dull breath 
Over-Jhadow even the (hade. 

And make darknefs fclf afraid. r. n 

Darknefs mutt evcr-Jhadow all his bounds, 

Palpable darknefs, and blot out three days. Uh 
*• Tofhelter; tOproteft; recover with fuperiour influence 
My over-Jhadoivtng fpirit and might, with thee 
I fend along : ride forth and bid the deep 
Within appointed bounds. Milton's Par. Log. 

On her ftrould come 

The holy ghoft, and the power of the higheft 

O'er Jhadorw her. Paradife Regain'd , b i 

To Oversho'ot. tt. n. [over and fmt.] T 0 fly beyond the 
mark. 

Often it drops, or cver-flmots by the difproportions of dif 
tance or application. Collier on Human R ta f c „' 

To Overshoo't. v. a. J 

1. To fhoot beyond the mark. 

Every inordinate appetite defeats Its ‘own fatisfaftion, by 
over-feooting the mark it aims at. Ttllot/n 

2. [With the reciprocal pronoun.] To venture too far; toaf- 
fert too much. 

Leave it to themfelves to confider, whether they have In 
this point or not over-fmt themfelves ; which God doth 
know is quickly done, even when our meaning is moft (incere. 

Hooker, b. ii. t g. 

In finding fault with the laws I doubt me, you (hall much 
0 ver-Jhoot your fclf, and make me the more diilike your other 
diffikes of that government. Spenfer on Ireland. 

For any thing that I can learn of them, you have over-Jbit 
yourfelf in reckoning. Wbitgifte. 

Oversight, n.f. [from over and fight.] 

1. Superintendence. 

They gave the money, being told unto them that had the 
over-fight of the houfe. 2 Kings xii. n ; 

Feed the flock of God, taking the over-fight thereof, not 
by conftraint, but willingly. 1 />,-/. Vi 2 . 

2. Miftake; error. 

Amongft fo many huge volumes, as the infinite pains of 
St. Auguftine have brought forth, what one hath gotten 
greater love, commendation, and honour, than the book 
wherein he carefully owns his over-fights and fincerely con- 
demneth them. Hooker'sPref. 

His fon mark’d this over-fight, • 

And then miftook reverfe of wrong for right; Pope, 

Tb Oversi'ze. v. a. [over and fize.] 

1. To furpafs in bulk. 

Thofe bred in a mountainous country, over-fize thofc that 
dwell on low levels. Sandys Journey. 

2. [ever and fize, a compoft with which mafons cover walls.] 
To platter over. 

He thus o'er-fiz'd with coagulate gore, 

Old grandfire Priam feeks. Shakefp. Hamlet. 

To Overski'p. v. a. [over and flip.] 

j. To pafs by leaping. 

Prefume not ye that are fheep, to make vourfelves guides 
of them that fhould guide you ; neither feck ye to over-flip 
the fold, which they about you have pitched. Hooker. 

2. To pafs over. 

Mark if to get them fhe o'er-fiiip the reft, 

Mark if (he read them twice, or kifs the name. Donne. 

3. To efcape. 

When that hour o'er-feips me in the day. 

Wherein I figh not, Julia, for thy fake; 

The next eniuing hour fome foul mifchance 
Torment me. Shakefp. Two Gent, of Verona. 

Who alone fuffers, fuffers moft i’th’mind ; 

But then the mind much fuffranoe does o'er-fkip , 

When grief hath mates and bearing fellovvfhip. Sbakefi. 

To Oversle'ep. v.a. [over and fieep.] To deep too long. 

To Oversli'p. v. a. [over and flip. ] To pafs undone, un¬ 

noticed, or unufed ; to negledt. 

The careleffnefspf the juttices in impofing this rate, or the 
negligence of the conftables in colledting it, or the back- 
wardnefs of the inhabitants in paying the fame, over-flipped 
the time. Carew’s Survey of Cornwall- 

It were injurious to over-flip a noble aft in the duke during 
this employment, which I mutt celebrate above all his 


penccs. 


IVctton. 


To Oversno'w. v.a. [over and fnow.] To cover with (now. 
Thefe I wielded while my bloom was warm, 
lure age unftrung my nerves, or time o'er-fnavd my head. 

Dryden s Ainas. 

OvERSo'ld. part, [from overfel.] Sold at too high a price. 

Life with eafe I can difclaim. 

And think it over-J'old to purchafe fame. Dryden. 

OveRSo'ok. adv. [over and foon.] Too foon. 

The lad may prove well enough, if he over-foon think not 
too well of himfclf, and will bear away that he hearcth ot 
his elders. Sidney,}-a. 

Over- 



samuel Johnson A Dictionary of the English Language 
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harraffed; 


nvmPE'KT. P«r,. [««*• and .'Y earieJi 

.JmfSerwLhdid all chriftcndom, «-£; 

'“offlS teTfon. of Noah was the whole eanh^/feW. 

Darknefs Europe’s face did overfpread, 

Frmn lazy cells, where fu P erftition brctL . . Denhn ™\ 

■ Not a deluge that only over-run fome particular region» 
l „r t h,. »o 1 fw.hefaL of.he whole earth from pole_,o 

T rS’v^So!tr[L and jUj To ftand too 
muehupon fince ym refufc the price s 

What madman would o'erfiand his market twice. > • 

To Overstate, v. a. [over and fare.] To flare wildly. 

T Some warlike fign mutt be ufed ; cither a flovenly buflein, 
0 fToverftaring frounced head. ^ £n fi 

To Oversto'ck. v.e. [over SSXAflock.] To fill too full; to 

Cr< lf raillery had entered the old Roman coins, wc fhould 
have been overfiocked with medals of this nature. Addijon. 

Somebifhop, not overfiocked with relations, or attached to fa¬ 
vourites, beftows fome inconfiderable benefice i>wi/t. 

Since we arc fo bent upon enlarging our flocks, it may be 
vorth enquiring what we fhall do with our wool, in cafe 
Barnftaple fhould be ever overfiocked. bwr/t. 

ToOversto're. v.a. [overrent ftore.] To ftore with too much. 
Fifties are more numerous than beafts or birds, as appears 
bv their numerous fpawn; and if all thefe fhould come to 
maturity, even the ocean itfelf would have been long fince 
wftored with fifh. Hale's Origin of Mankind. 

To Ovekstrai'n. v. a. [over and firain.] 1 o make too 

violent efforts. , 

Craffus loft himfclf, his equipage, and lus army, b y over- 
fira'ming for the Parthian gold. . Collier. 

J He wifhed all painters would imprint this leffon deeply in 
their memon’, that with overfiraining and camcftnefs of 
finifhine their pieces, they often did them more harm than 
woo d. Dryden's Dufrefnoy. 

To Overstrai'n. v.a. To ftretch too far. 

Confefiors were apt to overftrain their privileges, m which 
St Cyprian made a notable ftand againft them. Ay life. 

To Overswa'v. v. a. [over and [way.] To over-rule ; to 

be Whcn they arc the major part of a general affembly, then 
their voices being more in number, muft overfway their 
judgments who are fewer. Hotter. 

Great command o'erjways our order. irbakejp. 

To Overswe'll. v. a. [over and fiuell, 1 To rife above. 

.Fill, Lucius, ’till the wine o'erfwell the cup ; 

I cannot drink too much of Brutus’ love. Shakefp. 

When his banks the prince of rivers, Po, 

Doth overfwell, he breaks with hideous fall. Fairfax. 
Overt, ad], [ouvert, Fr.] Open ; publick; apparent. 

To vouch this, is no proof, 

Without more certain and more overt teft, 

Than thefe thin habits and poor likelihoods. Shakefp. 
Overt and apparent virtues bring forth praife; but there 
be fecret and hidden virtues that bring forth fortune; certain 
deliveries of a man’s felf. Bacon. 

My repulfe at Hull, was the firft overt effay to be made 
how patiently I could bear the lofs of my kingdoms. K. Charles. 

The defign of their deftruftion may have been projeded 
in the dark ; but when all was ripe, their enemies proceeded 
to fo many overt a6ts in the face of the nation, that it was 
obvious to the meaneft. Swift. 

Whereas human laws can reach no farther than to reftrain 
the overt a6tion, religion extends to the fccret motions of the 
foul. Rogers, Serm. 17. 

O'vertly. adv. [from the adjective.] Openly. 

To Overta'ke. v.a. [over and take.] 

1. To catch any thingby purfuit; to come up to fomething go- 
ingbefore. 

We durft not continue longer fo near her confines, left 
her plagues might fuddenly overtake us before we did ceafe 
to be partakers with her fins. Hooker. 

If I had given you this at over-night. 

She might have been o'ertaken ; and yet file writes 
Purfuit would be but vain. Shakefpeare. 

I fhall fee 

The winged vengeance overtake fuch children. Shakefp. 
The enemy faid, I will purfue, I will overtake, I will di¬ 
vide the fpoil. Ex. xv. 9. 

My foul, more cameftly releas’d. 

Will out-ftrip hers, as bullets flown before 
A later bullet may o’er take, the powder being more. Donne. 
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g^ i h" Sn,bl C for fear vengeance fhould 

him, before he has made his peace with God l Rogers. 

T ff in a fault, ve which arc fjrirjrual 

rcftorc fuch an one in the fpirit of mcetncfs. 

ToOverta'sk. o. n. [aorr and ,.Jl .] To burthen w.th too 

a,, pm with difficult y, becaufe 
they were overtafeed. Harvey or, Confumptxons. 

To Overta'x. v. a. [over and tax.] * o tax too heavily. 

To OVERTHRO'W. v. a. [over and throw ; preter. over¬ 
threw ; part, overthrown.] 

1 Pittacus w'as^a^wile and valiant man but his wife over¬ 
threw the table when he had invited his friends. Taylor. 

2. To throw down ; to ruin ; to dcmolilh. 

When the walls of Thebes he overthrew. 

His fatal hand my royal father flew. Dryden. 

2. To defeat; to conquer; to vanquiih. 

* Our endeavour is not fo much to overthrow them with 
whom wc contend, as to yield them juft and rcafonable caufes. 

Hooker, b. V. J. I. 

To Sujah next, your conquering army drew, 

Him they furpris’d, and calily o'erthrew. Dryden. 

a. To deftroy ; to mifehief; to bringto nothing. 

She found means to have us accufcd to the king, as though 
we went about lome pradHfe to overthrow him in his own 

eftate. A Sidn ^ b ' U * 

Here’s Glo’ftcr 

O’er-charging your free purfes with large fines. 

That fecks to overthrow religion. Shakefp. Men. V J. 

Thou walked in peril of thy overthrowing. Ece. xiu. 13. 
God overthroweth the wicked for their wickednels. 

Prov. xxi. 12. 

Overthro'w. n.f. [from the verb.] 

1. The ftate of being turned uphde down. 

2. Ruin; deftru6tion. . . , 

Of thofe chriftian oratories, the overthrow and ruin is <le- 
fired, not by infidels, pagans, or Turks, hut by a fpecial re¬ 
fined left of chriftian believers. Hooker, b. v. J. 17. 

They return again into Florida, to the murther and over¬ 
throw of their own countrymen. Abbot. 

I ferve my mortal foe. 

The man who caus’d my country's overthrow. Dryden . 

3. Defeat; difeomfiture. 

From without came to mine eyes the blow. 

Whereto mine inward thoughts did faintly yield ; 

Both thefe confpir’d poor reafon’s overtin-ow ; 

Falle in myfclf, thus have I loft the field. 

Quiet foul, depart; 

For I have feen our enemies overthrow. Shakefp. 

From thefe divers Scots feared more harm bv victory than 
they found among their enemies by their overthrow. Hayw. 
Poor Hannibal is maul’d, 

The theme is giv’n, and ftrait the council’s call’d. 

Whether he fhould to Rome direftly go. 

To reap the fruit of the dire overthrow. 

4. Degradation. 

His overthrow heap’d happinefs upon him ; 

For then, and not 'till then he felt himfclf. 

And found the bleffednels of being little. - - Jr . 

Overthro'wer. n.f. [from overthrow.] He who overthrows. 
OVERTHWA'RT. ad), [oyer and thwart.] 

1. Oppofite ; being over againft. 

We whifper, for fear our overthwart neighbours 

Should hear us, and betray us to the government. Dryd. 

2. Croffing any thing perpendicularly. 

3. Perverfe ; adverfe ; contradidtious. 

Two or three afts difpofed them to crofs and oppofe any 

propofition ; and that overthwart humour was difeovered to 
rule in the breads of many. Clarendon. 

Overthwa'rtly. adv. [from overthwart.] 

1. Acrofs ; tranfverfely. 

The brawn of the thigh fhall appear, by drawing fmall 
hair ftrokes from the hip to the knee, fhadowed again over- 
tlnuart/y. Peacham on Drawing. 

2. Pervicacioufly; perverfely. 

Overthwa'rtness. n. J. [from overthwart.] Pervicacity 5 
perverfenefs. 

Overtoo'k. pret. and part. pa/f. of overtake. 

To Overto'p. v. a. [over and top.] 

1. To rife above; to raife the head above. 

Pile your duft upon the quick and dead, 

T’ o'er top old Pelion or the (kyifh head 
Of blue Olympus. Shakefp. Hamlet. 

In the dance the graceful goddefs leads 
The quire of nymphs, and overtops their heads. 

2. To excel; to furpafs. 

Who ever yet 

Have flood to charity, and difp’.ay’d th’ effefts 
18 X 


Sidney. 


Dryden. 


Shakefp. 


Dryd . 
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